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Q *n.n
determininga
Handicap lndex,
whyisthe last
stepto multiply
by.96 and not
100 percent?

A YourHandicaplndexis

determined by taking the l0
best differentiats (adjusted

scores) of your last 20 (appty-

ing Stope and Course Ratings)

and then multiptyjng that
number by .96. The reason

.96 is used is to give a "bonus

f or excettence." Meaning,

better players have a slight

advantage in matches with
higier-handicap opponents.

The idea is that better ptay-

ers have earned a slight

advantage for ptaying well

over a long period. lt also
provides an incentive for in-

ferior ptayers to improve. For a

tong time, the USGA used 85
percent ofthe raw handicap

numberas the bonus. But

after 96 percent Was tested

bythe Royal Canadian Golf

Association and found to be

more batanced, the USGA

made the switch in 1976.

By Dean Knuth, Golf Digest
Contrlbuting Editor. Former
senior director ofthe USGA
handicap department, Knuth
invented today's Course Rating
and Slope system.


